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Letter from the Editor 

I imagine you’ve either found us via our Main Blog site, or via social 

networking – but however you got here, a very warm welcome to you! 

I’m Laura and I run the Dotty Vintage Weddings blog. 

I work as a Wedding Coordinator which is a fabulous, exciting and 

altogether wonderful job (really, I love it!) but I’ve always enjoyed 

writing. It would have been my second choice of career path had I 

decided that Hospitality wasn’t for me.  

Working within the industry means that I’m constantly perusing 

wedding inspiration but I needed somewhere to record my wonderful 

vintage wedding finds. And so the Dotty Vintage Weddings blog was 

born.  

The blog combines my passion for all things vintage and wedding related, 

I get to meet new people and write as much as I like! The Mini Magazine 

is a new experiment launching at the end of the blog’s very first month. 

Fingers crossed it’s just as successful. Enjoy. 
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Four Favourite Finds  
 

Chantilly’ by Harriet Wilde – Peep Toe 
Platform Boots with Ivory Lace and 

Grosgrain Bow, fully padded for your 
comfort 

£229.99 available from 
www.harrietwilde.com   

 

 

Bespoke Bridal Wear by Cornish 
designer Annalise Harvey  

Prices available upon request. 

www.annaliseharvey.com  

 

3 

http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0149/8064/products/15.-Chantilly1.png?2128
http://www.harrietwilde.com/


 

  

Discovered on the ‘Without a 
Hitch’ blog – quirky way to 

incorporate retro records into 
your special day 

www.withoutahitch.co.uk 

 

Beautiful designed stationery by 
the talented Jenny from In the 

Treehouse  

She has a wonderful range to 
choose from or bespoke options 

available too 

www.inthetreehouse.co.uk 
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At the moment, I work at my lovely venue in 
Plymouth, Devonport Guildhall. I organise lots 

of other events in the building too but the 
weddings are what I love most. 

I really enjoy working in Hospitality – the shifts 
are long, hard, and often stressful, but it can be 
extremely rewarding too. Admittedly, seventeen 
hour shifts aren’t all that fun, but the smiles on 
the bride & groom’s faces at the end makes it 
worth all of the effort. I wanted to share a little 

taste of what it’s like to work as a wedding 
planner with you lovely brides to be... 

Over the years, I’ve learnt how to perfect my 
poker face. Even if behind the scenes, 

everything is going completely wrong, the 
client must never know that anything is amiss.  

You must stay calm and collected – and 
remember, there’s always a work around 

solution to every problem. 

We had a wedding recently, and we were meant 
to be supplied with metal troughs to fill with ice 
so guests could help themselves to drinks all 

night. However, just hours before the wedding, 
we were let down last minute by our supplier! 
Rather than panicking, my colleague drove 

(hastily, of course) to the nearest garden centre 
and purchased four half barrels to do the job 

instead! 

They were ‘nestled on a bed of linen’ to make 
them look pretty (running joke through our 
staffing team!) and yes, they leaked for the 

entire all night – wood & melting ice do not mix, 
but it solved the problem in the heat of the 

moment. The Mr & Mrs had no clue until the 
next day when we could all laugh about it over 
a cuppa. An efficient and experienced venue 

will generally always be able to solve an issue! 

 

Due to the nature of weddings, we of course 
work with a lot of external suppliers, which can 

be fabulous. The majority of other industry 
workers that I’ve met have all been lovely, 

supportive of each other, and genuinely wan to 
help their brides to be. But on the odd 

occasion, you do come across a bad egg, or 
those with very little experience. 

Nothing frustrates me more than when you 
pour hours into planning an event, only to have 

your careful considerations sabotaged by 
someone else. I would urge brides to be to do 
their research, if a supplier is too keen or too 

cheap, please be wary. 

Although there are many stresses associated 
with the job, it is also a wonderful thing to be a 
part of. I love seeing the bride & groom walk up 
the Main Steps for the first time, looking on top 

of the world. The first dance is always a tear 
jerker for me too.  

I always look forward to the moment when you 
get to grab a quiet minute to reflect on the day 
so far. There’s a unified feeling throughout the 
staffing team during this well earned break, and 
a mutual understanding of how hard everyone 
has worked so far. It’s always lovely when you 

catered for by the bride & groom and get to 
enjoy a sneaky wedding breakfast when 

nobody is looking. 

 

I love receiving feedback after the event as well. 
It makes you feel honoured to have been a part 

of their very special day, and you know that 
your work has been truly appreciated.   
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5 Top Tips for 
Planning your 
Wedding Day 

 

 

 

  

Access 

A lot of wedding 
venues out there are 

fabulous, well 
organised and highly 
professional. But they 
can also often be what 

I class as ‘wedding 
factories’ - venues that 
offer two or even three 
weddings per weekend. 

At a recent wedding at 
our venue, the bride & 
groom were in setting 
up for the whole day 

prior to their 
reception. They had so 

much to do that I 
couldn’t imagine them 
attempting the set up 

on the morning of their 
wedding day. They 

also picked up all of 
their decorations a 

couple of days 
afterwards, relieving 
the mad rush at the 

end of the night, when 
let’s face it, you just 

want to go home! 

Double check to see if 
your suppliers can 

deliver the day before, 
some businesses might 

even charge more to 
deliver on a weekend. 
If you’re allowed to do 
any set up prior to the 
event too, is there any 
extra cost involved? 
Your master plans 

might be ruined if you 
realise you only have 
three hours to set up 

before getting hitched! 

 

DIY Wedding 

We all love the little 
personal touches but 

you should really 
consider the amount of 

time you’ll need to 
dedicate to planning 
and executing your 

dream DIY do. 

Handmade items are 
great, and very in-

keeping with rustic and 
vintage wedding 

themes. But they are 
extremely time 

consuming, and 
require lots of 

patience. How much 
time do you have 

before your wedding 
day to make 

everything? If it’s a 
matter of months, then 
you’d probably be best 

sacrificing some of 
your ideas as it might 

end up saving you 
both time and money. 

Also consider your 
own skill set – are you 
a natural crafter, or is 
this the first time since 

you left school that 
you’ve picked up a 

pair of scissors and 
some craft glue? Don’t 
commit to achieving an 

unrealistic goal, and 
then leave yourself 
disappointed. And 

remember, you could 
always ask for help 

from a more 
experienced crafty 

chick. 

 

Corkage 

If you’re bringing your own booze, 
check the corkage before booking. 

Don’t bag a ‘bargain’ venue but then 
be stung for extortionate corkage 

charges that you can’t escape – say 
goodbye to your budget! 

All in one? 

Getting married and then having your 
reception immediately after is of 

course very traditional and 
considered the ‘norm’.  But could 

you break the mould and say your 
vows one day, then have a big ‘knees 

up’ a few days afterwards? 

Supplier Support 

Don’t forget that your wedding 
suppliers know their stuff. They are 
your best resource if you’re stuck. 
You might get support from your 

venue coordinator too for timetables 
and floor plans if you need advice. 

Don’t be scared to ask! 7 



 



  



 

 

The Mini Magazine is part of the Dotty Vintage Weddings Blog 
which can found at  

www.dottyvintageweddings.co.uk 

 

If you’re interested in submitting an article for the next edition of 
the Mini Mag, please email our editor on 

laura@dottyvintageweddings.co.uk  

 

You can find us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/DottyVintageWeddings  

And we’re on Twitter 

@DottyVintage 
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